PART TWO

. . . Whether a man become a king or a beggar, there will
always be the same eye, dark or grey, the same mouth, prudent
or rash, the same hand; between this persistence of nature in
each of us, and the endless variations of circumstance^ our
history passes as it were through the rollers of a printing-press,
continually receiving the twofold impression....

. . . And thus, although nature can in no way be altered,
any more than curly hair can be straightened, it is none the less
possible to put one's trust in nature. Better still, it is because
nature cannot be altered that ones trust can be put in it.
Reach down to that and you are touching bedrock. And the
power of a Caesar or an Alexander came no doubt chiefly from
the fact that they had a lildngfor differences and never laid
blame on the pear-tree for not bearing plums.
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